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The Memoirs of the  Cardinal  de Retz will hoth entertain and instruct you;  they relate to a very '	interesting period of the French history, the ministry j                        of Cardinal Mazarin. during the minority of Louis I                        XIV.   The characters of all the considerable people |                        of that time are drawn, in a short, strong, and mas-|                        terly manner; and the political reflections, which are most of them printed in Italics, are the justest that |                        ever I met with: they are not the laboured reflections of a systematical closet politician, who, without the |                        least experience of business, sits at home and writes ,                        maxims; but they are the reflections which a great 1                        and able man formed from long experience and practice in great business.    They are true conclusions, drawn from facts, not from speculations.
As Modern History is particularly your business, I will give you some rules to direct your study of it. It begins properly with Charlemagne in the year 800; but as, in those times of ignorance, the priests and monks were almost the only people that could or did write, we have scarcely any histories of those times but such as they have been pleased to give us, which are compounds of ignorance, superstition, and party zeal. So that a general notion of what is rather supposed, than really known to be, the history of the five or six following centuries, seems to be sufficient: and much time would be but ill employed in a minute attention to those legends. But reserve your utmost care and most diligent inquiries for the fifteenth century and downwards. Then learning began to revive, and credible histories to be written; Europe began to take the form, which, to some degree, it still retains; at least, the foundations of the present great Powers